
COMM 2000, Spring 2012 
Environmental Communication and Sustainability 
Thursday 5 – 7:30 pm 
HLMS 263 
 
Instructor: Jenna Hanchey, GPTI 

- Email: jenna.hanchey@colorado.edu 
- Office: HLMS 65 
- Office Hours: Wednesdays 1-3pm, or by appointment 

 
Course Description 
In this course, we will explore this general question: as communication students, how do we relate to 
the concept and enactment of sustainability? This can be addressed from two angles: sustainability as 
an object of study for communication scholars, and sustainability as a call to action. We will be 
exploring both sides of sustainability by using scholarly texts alongside media examples of 
environmental sustainability action.  
 
Our goal, then, is to take these texts – and other materials such as documentaries, advertisements, 
news articles, TED talks, and more – and figure out the ways in which nature or the environment is 
conceptualized, what different people mean when they say “sustainability,” and what the 
implications of these things are on the way we live and act. The course will be heavily participation 
based, with class time consisting of discussion, activities, and interaction with guest speakers from 
local environmental organizations. The semester will culminate in a final project wherein you will 
design your own sustainability initiative and defend the ethics of your communication strategies.  
 
Learning Goals 

- Delineate different ideas of the environment; understand that there is no “natural” 
understanding of nature or definition of how to live in/with it. 

- Recognize that how we conceptualize and communicate about the environment shapes how 
we relate to it. 

- Understand the different conceptualizations of sustainability:  individual lifestyle choices, 
social movement, ideological framework. 

- Describe what appropriate/ethical environmental rhetoric means to you. 
- Relate campaigns, movements, and organizations to each of the three different 

conceptualizations of sustainability. 
- Not be paralyzed by the complexity of the issue, but able to actively engage in/with 

sustainability and then thoughtfully reflect on the action. 
 
Required Texts 

- Hendry, J. (2010). Communication and the natural world. State College, PA: Strata Publishing Inc.  
- Any other readings, TED talks, news articles, and websites that are assigned each week may 

be found on D2L.  
 
Expectations 

- Come to class, and be on time.  

mailto:jenna.hanchey@colorado.edu


Since this class only meets once a week, you will be allowed ONE unexcused 
absence. For each subsequent absence, I will subtract 50 points from your final 
grade.  
Each class will include a quiz or writing activity. If you are late and miss the activity, 
you will not be able to make up the points. You may only make up the points if your 
absence was excused in advance. I would rather have you come late than not at all, 
but for your own sake, try to be on time.  
Absences will only be excused only under the following conditions: 1. You are sick, 
you have a note from a doctor, and you let me know before class that you would not 
be attending (email is fine). 2. You have a family emergency, you have some sort of 
verification of this, and you received my permission in advance to miss class. 3. You 
are traveling with an athletic team or other University-affiliated group, you have a 
note from your coach/director, and you let me know at least one week before 
missing class.  
Note: In order for an absence to be excused, you must ALWAYS contact me 
BEFORE you miss class, unless you are in/on your way to the emergency room. 

- Do all the reading, and be prepared to discuss.  
Class activities and discussion will revolve around your thoughts and ideas about the 
readings – you have to have thoughts and ideas in order for it to work! That does not 
mean you have to understand everything you read; we will work through complex 
concepts and situations in class.  

- Participate in class discussions and activities. 
Participation points will be a sizable part of your grade. Participation will be based 
on: how attentive/engaged you are; how well you listen to other participants; how 
respectful you are of others’ views (even when disagreeing); how well the points you 
make, questions you ask, and ideas you introduce contribute to the overall 
discussion. This includes interaction with guest speakers and presenters – paying 
attention, asking questions, and being appreciative of their time. Your participation 
should reflect your understanding of the readings and class concepts. 
Homework is also a part of your participation grade. Homework assignments are to 
be completed and brought to class for discussion. Points for these assignments will 
be given according to completeness, depth of insight, and obvious effort – they are 
meant to stimulate discussion in class, and thus grades do not depend on having 
“right” answers.  

- No cell phones or Ipods.  
As you’ve read, this class is dependent on your attention and participation. Please do 
not text or check Facebook in my class. I realize some of you may use Iphones or 
Ipads to take notes and look up articles relevant to the conversation at hand. 
However, if I see you texting, checking Facebook, or doing anything similarly 
distracting, it will affect your participation grade.  

 
University Policies 

- Classroom Behavior Policy: Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an 
appropriate learning environment. Students who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards 
may be subject to discipline. Faculty has the professional responsibility to treat all students 
with understanding, dignity and respect, to guide classroom discussion and to set reasonable 
limits on the manner in which they and their students express opinions. Professional 



courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing 
with differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender variance, and 
nationalities. See polices: http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html; 
http://www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#student_code 
  

- Disabilities: If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a 
letter from Disability Services in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed. 
Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities (303-492-
8671, Willard 322, http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices).  

 
- Honor Code: All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for 

knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this 
policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, 
bribery, and threatening behavior. All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to 
the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-725-2273). Students who are found to 
be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions 
from the faculty member and non-academic sanctions (including but not limited to 
university probation, suspension, or expulsion). Other information on the Honor Code can 
be found at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html and 
http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode 

 
- Observance of Religious Holidays and Absences from Classes or Examinations: Campus 

policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to reasonably 
and fairly deal with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with 
scheduled examinations, assignments, or required attendance. In this class, the instructor and 
teaching assistants will make every effort to accommodate all students who have such 
conflicts with scheduled examinations, assignments, or attending class, provided students 
notify me well in advance of the scheduled conflict.  
 

- Sexual Harassment: The University of Colorado Policy on Sexual Harassment applies to all 
students, staff, and faculty. Sexual harassment is unwelcome sexual attention. It can involve 
intimidation, threats, coercion, or promises to create an environment that is hostile or 
offensive. Harassment may occur between members of the same or opposite gender and 
between any combinations of members in the campus community: students, faculty, staff, 
and administrators.  
 

Evaluation 
The overall course grades will be assigned as follows: 925-1000 points received an “A”; 900-924 
points received an “A-”; 875-899 points received a “B+”; 825-874 points received a “B”; 800-824 
points received a “B-”; 775-799 points received a “C+”; 725-774 points received a “C”; 700-725 
points received a “C-”; 675-699 points received a “D+”; 625-674 points received a “D”; 600-625 
points received a “D-”; 599 or fewer points receives an “F.” 
 
Assignments     Point Value 
In-class writing assignments/Quizzes  240  (12 x 20 points each)  
Midterm Paper     150 (due March 8) 
Final Project     200 (proposal due April 5, project due May 4) 

http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html
http://www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#student_code
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Final Exam     200 
Participation/Homework   210 
Total                        1000 
 

- In-class Writing Assignments  
Each week at the beginning of class, we will have an introductory quiz or writing 
assignment. These will be worth 20 points, and cannot be made up unless you have 
an excused absence. They will be graded on perceived effort, depth of thought, and 
ability to apply the course material. There will be 14 of these in total, but I will drop 
your two lowest scores, and only count 12 submissions toward your final grade.  

- Midterm Paper 
 Your midterm paper will be a rhetorical analysis of a sustainability “text.” Your text 
can be nearly anything communicative: a(n) article, website, movie, event, speaker, 
television show, commercial. Your analysis should include a detailed description of 
the text, the environmental worldview represented by the text, the way the text 
invokes sustainability, the argument of the text (what it is meant to do/show), and 
whether or not the text is ethical in the way it communicates its argument. You 
should support your claims with evidence from the text itself, and frameworks laid 
out in Hendry or discussed in class. You may cite other sources, but it is not 
required.  The paper should be 5-7 pages, typed in 12-pt Times New Roman font 
with one-inch margins, and double-spaced.  

- Final Project 
Your final project will be to create or design a sustainability initiative, connect your 
initiative to course material, and defend the ethicality of its rhetoric. There is a broad 
spectrum of majors and interests represented in this class, and for that reason, I want 
to leave this relatively broad. Your sustainability initiative could be: an event, a film, a 
piece of art, a presentation, a design for an organization, a campaign, music, a play, a 
novel, a non-fiction book, a website – almost anything. This is something you should 
be thinking about throughout the semester. You have to have your initiative 
approved by me (thus the proposal due on April 5). On the last day of class, you will 
present your sustainability initiative, turn it in (or a design plan for it, whatever makes 
sense), and also turn in a short paper describing the purpose, audience, and ethicality 
of your initiative and that connects your initiative to class material.  

- Final Exam 
The final will be an essay examination requiring you to synthesize course material, 
projects and discussion.   

 
Course Schedule 
Note:  D2L = Desire to Learn, the class website (learn.colorado.edu) 

For each week, there will also be Supplementary Readings listed on D2L. These could be 
news articles, TED talks, documentaries or academic articles. These readings are not 
required, but can be a resource for your final projects.  

  
Date  Topic and Readings 
 
Jan. 19  Course Introduction 
  No assigned readings 



 
Jan. 26  Hendry, Chapter 1: Communication and the Environment, p. 3-21 
  Kolbert, Chapter 1: Shishmaref, Alaska (on D2L)  
 
Feb. 2  Hendry, Chapter 2: Our Changing Environment, p. 23-45 
  State of the World 2010: Environmentally Sustainable Child-Bearing (on D2L) 
 
Feb. 9  Hendry, Chapter 3: Mainstream Environmental Perspectives, p. 49-63 
  Hendry, Chapter 4: Radical Environmental Perspectives, p. 65-78 

Ecofeminism: An Overview (on D2L) 
State of the World 2010: Earth Jurisprudence (on D2L) 

   
Feb. 16  Hendry, Chapter 5: An Introduction to Environmental Rhetoric, p. 81-100 
  Cooper, Environmental Rhetoric in the Age of Hegemonic Politics (on D2L) 
   
Feb. 23  Hendry, Chapter 6: Rhetoric of Polarization, p. 101-121 

Hendry, Chapter 7: Prophetic Rhetoric: Apocalyptic, Irreparable, Utopian, and 
Jeremiadic, p. 123-141 
The Lorax (on D2L) 
The Truax (on D2L) 

  
March 1 Hendry, Chapter 10: Green Advertising and the Green Consumer, p. 183-198 
  Other reading(s) T.B.D.  
 
March 8 Midterm Paper Due; Participation check-point 
  A day for an excursion..?   
  
March 15 Hendry, Chapter 11: Popular Culture and the Environment, p. 199-215 
  Other reading(s) T.B.D. 
 
March 22 Hendry, Chapter 13: From the Ground Up: The Environmental Justice Movement, 

p. 237-255 
  Sturgeon, Chapter 4 (On D2L) 
  Majora Carter – TED talk (On D2L) 
   
March 29 No class – Spring Break 
 
April 5 Final Project Proposals Due 

Hendry, Chapter 8: Technical Rationality & the Rhetoric of Risk, Science and 
Technology, p. 143-164 

 Diamond, Chapter 14: (On D2L) 
Kolbert, Chapter 6: Floating Houses (on D2L) 

 
April 12 Hendry, Chapter 9: Environmental News Reporting, p. 167-182 
 Guardian and BBC articles (On D2L) 
 
April 19 No assigned reading 
   



April 26 No assigned reading 
 
May 4  Final Project Presentations 
 
May 5-10  Final Exam 
 


